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VI European-Latin American-Caribbean 

Forum of Civil Society Organizations
Santiago de Chile, Thursday 27 and Friday September 28, 2012

Strengthening the relations between European and Latin American civil society
 

Organized by:
- Chilean NGO Association ACCION.

Convened by:
- MESA, Articulation of National Associations and Regional Networks of NGOs in Latin 
America
- CONCORD, European NGO Confederation

Dates: 27 and September 28, 2012.
Place. Santiago de Chile, (Seat of Parliament in Santiago) (conference venue tbc)
 

The Seventh EU-LAC Summit will be held in Chile in January 2013. The Summit is a 
major intergovernmental political point of reference for our societies and is therefore 
essential to open spaces and establish mechanisms for the participation of organizations 
and institutions of civil society. Various institutions and sectors of civil society have 
raised debate on proposals and initiatives aimed at overcoming political, social and 
economic exclusion, as well as on the defense of the rights of peoples. It is important 
that these ideas and approaches are considered in the necessary dialogue between the 
sectors of civil society and governments in both regions.

In recent years civil society organizations are working to strengthen relationships and 
open a dialogue that expands the areas of North-South cooperation.

The recent transformations in the political, economic and social development context in 
both regions alone justify strengthening this meeting place, an update of their agendas, 
sharing experiences and information, and developing joint positions regarding various 
topics, mainly linked to political, social and cultural rights.
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Agenda:

The starting point for the VI Forum’s agenda will reflect on the situation in LAC and 
the EU and the prospects for EU-LAC relations from the viewpoint of the coherence 
of development policy. Under this framework it is proposed to initially to address 
the theme defined for the Summit, "Partnership for sustainable development by 
promoting investment of social and environmental quality." We are particularly 
interested in observing European investment in Latin America and the performance 
of European companies from this perspective, with a view to building sustainable and 
endogenous development models that aim to reduce inequalities. This discussion will 
be supplemented with other issues that seem relevant to the concerns of civil society in 
both continents. So our issue agenda is as follows:

1. Quality investment and sustainable development.
2. Integration processes in Europe and in Latin America and the Caribbean.
3. Proposals and solutions to the social, economic and political crisis; proposals from 
the public.
4. Democracy and participation in Europe and in Latin America and the Caribbean.
5. Development cooperation; topic of "differentiation" in Europe-LAC cooperation; and 
relationship between cooperation, inequality, growth and development.
 

Organization:

There is a VI Forum Organizing Committee comprising representatives of the 
Coordinating Committee of the MESA (ABONG-ALOP-ACCION), especially the 
Chilean Association of NGOs (ACCION), that will play a central role in organizing the 
Forum, supported by CONCORD throughout the process.

Participants:

Based on past experience, it is estimated that the Forum VI will have about 100 
participants, including guests and independent participants. A large number of platforms 
and networks from Europe, Latin American and the Caribbean interested in LAC-EU 
relations will be invited to participate in the VI Forum.

Guests, whose expenses will be covered by the budget of the European Commission, 
will all come from Latin America, ensuring geographic, gender and sector balance. 
The estimated number of Latin American guests to be financed by the European 
Commission’s budget is about 50.

These will be joined by Latin American participants funded with the resources of their 
organizations or networks.

The participation of representatives of European social organizations will be invited and 
encouraged.

In a selection process, certain criteria of representation will be used:
- Relevance of social actors in each country.
- Geographic (a large number of countries represented), and country size.
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 - Gender,
- Welcoming a variety of relevant organizations from the region.
- Inclusion of the different visions present in CSOs.
Representatives of social, political and academic fields will be invited to activate 
discussion axes.

Methodology:

- A statement of the Forum will be produced, which will be developed in advance. 
This will be approved in the meeting itself. There is consensus to make a forceful but 
brief statement, focusing more on proposals than on diagnosis, and also containing 
mechanisms of action.
- Thematic working groups will be formed and will hold workshops, hosted jointly by a 
European and a Latin American organization.
- A workshop will be held on strategies and advocacy for monitoring Forum results and 
action plan with governments.
- During the Forum, there will be a formal opening ceremony, plenary panels in the 
morning, workshops held in parallel in the afternoons, and a final plenary to announce 
the results of workshops and proceed to approve the Final Declaration.
- Advocacy actions addressing the various governments and foreign ministries will be 
promoted, in order to achieve the delivery of the statement in good time.
- Space will be requested to participate in the Summit itself, so that the representatives 
of the Forum of Social Organizations may submit their conclusions to the Plenary of 
Presidents. We also request that the Official Statement reserves a paragraph to the 
conclusions of our Forum.

Other products:
 
- Working documents will be produced by topics.
- The advocacy strategy to influence the position of governments and each foreign 
ministry will be approved.
- The Forum will have a Web site for the dissemination of the contents, working papers, 
agenda, participants, etc.
- A Communications Plan will be produced.

Side events:

- Launching of Concord’s Consistency report.
- Launching of the report "Investments in Latin America." ALOP
- Activity on MDGs ("Beyond 2015")
- Assembly of “Red Latinoamericana de Industrias Extractivas”-
►
Click to edit and see alternate translations
Drag with shift key to reorder.
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